brom:

__Q:-m‘(;\ !‘\J"@ﬁ | o0l

L

coiture | and

Langs age,

MM
%)Qrge{_(*—\\rt?% Tor a

newd  Cenvvy

WYy Laweimct
Nahwth, Eor o

Pesoci oS

BEGINNINGS

Language, Literacy, and Culture:
Intersections and Implications

It has only been 1n the past several years that scholars have begun to con-
nect the 1ssues of language, literacy, and culture in any substantive way.
Prior to this time, they were considered to exist largely separate from one
another. As a result, educators usually thought about culture, for example,
as distinct from language and from reading and writing except 1n the most
superficial of ways; or as English as a Second Language {ESL}) divorced
from the influence of native culture on learning; or as the contentious de-
bate about phonics and whole language as somchow separate {rom stu-
dents’ identities. These dichotomies have largely disappeared in the past
20 years. [t 1s now evident that language, literacy, and culture are linked in
numerous ways and that all teachers—whether they teach preschool art or
high school math—need to become knowledgeable in how they affect stu-
dents’ schooling.

Even more crucial to our purposes in this textbook, until recently, critical
perspectives were almost entirely missing from treatments of reading, writ-
ng, language acquisition and use, and an in-depth understanding of race,
culture, and ethnicity. If broached at all, differences were "celebrated,” typi-
cally in shallow ways such as diversity dinners and the commemoration of a
select few African American and other heroes and through “ctiinic” holicay
fairs. But discussions of stratification and inequality were Lurgely absent un-
til recently in most teacher education courses. Despite thew nvisibility,
questions about equity and social justice are at the core of education. As
such, education 15 always a political undertaking.

The fact that education 15 not a neutral endeavor scares many people
because 1t challenges cherished notions that education 15 based solcly on
equality and fair play. Power and privilege, and how they arc implicated in
language, culture, and learning, also Lyplcally have been mvisible
school discourse. This sitvation is changing as the connections among lan-
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